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Prompt: In a 300-500 word, typed essay, please respond to one of the prompts below:

A. Reflect on an experience that has impacted you academically.
B. Cite specific examples of why you make an ideal candidate for this program.

A high-quality response will clearly addresses the prompt, show a mature command of language, include compelling support, and demonstrate reflection on past experiences and future goals.
	
	Organization
	Composition
	Support
	Reflection

	4: Exceeds Expectations
	-clearly addresses the prompt
-satisfying introduction and conclusion
-precise, evident transitions 
	-mature, sophisticated command of language
-formal, academic tone
	-includes compelling examples for the prompt
	- shows insight, growth, and development

	3: Meets Expectations
	-addresses prompt
-evident introduction and conclusion
-adequate use of transitions
	-adequate command of language and tone
	-includes specific examples for the prompt
	- shows growth and development

	2: Developing
	-partially addresses prompt but may be vague
-weak or lacking introduction or conclusion
-simplistic or lacking transitions
	-command of language and tone may be inconsistent or show lapses/patterns of errors
	-may include examples for  the prompt
	-may show growth and development

	1: Basic
	-does not address prompt
-introduction, conclusion, and transitions are absent or lacking

	- errors in language, tone, or mechanics impede reader’s understanding
	-lacks examples
	-lack of reflection on experience(s)
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